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FROM THE

PRESIDENT

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, March 17, 2015
We had a wonderful St. Patrick’s Day Dinner at the Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel. The event was sold out and was
one of the largest we have had in recent years. A three piece Irish band including Laurel Martin on violin, Kathleen
Guilday on harp and Mark Roberts on flute provided perfect music for the occasion, and piper, Iain Massie
announced our presence. Mary Henderson led us in God Bless America and the Irish and American national
anthem. Francis Herrmann, SJ, gave the Invocation (when the President finally remembered to ask for it) and Rev.
Philip Jacobs (a member of the Board of Directors) delivered a touching Benediction.
Boston Mayor Marty Walsh made a special effort to attend and responded to the Toast to the City. We were honored
to have the Mayor in attendance, renewing a tradition that goes back for about 150 years. We are very grateful to the
Mayor and hope he returns next year. Member Chris Walsh, Representative from the Sixth Middlesex District of the
Massachusetts House of Representatives, responded to the Toast to the Commonwealth, and the Hon. Frank	
  Bailey,
Chief Judge, responded with humor and insight to the Toast to the United States. Judge Bailey enjoyed the evening
so much that he decided to become a member. Breandán Ó Caollaí, Consul General of Ireland in Boston, responded
to the Toast to Ireland and reminded us that while we have accomplished much in our mission to aid immigrants
from Ireland and elsewhere, much remains to be done. He expressed his thanks, and the thanks of the Irish
Government, for the work of The Charitable Irish Society over the centuries.
Noted author Peter Quinn (Banished Children of Eve, Looking for Jimmy) responded to the Toast to the Day We
Celebrate with a wonderful address that was in turn witty, poignant and squarely to the message of The Charitable
Irish Society, which has been dedicated to serving the immigrant community in Massachusetts for almost three
centuries. Dr. Catherine Shannon thanked Mr. Quinn, who calls himself a “New York Paddy,” by presenting him
with an engraved bowl and a Red Sox cap.
One copy of Bill Brett’s new book, The Boston Irish, was placed on each table as a gift for a lucky winner. If you have
not seen it, I encourage you to get one. It is a fantastic compendium, in words and pictures, of many of the most
prominent Irish and Irish Americans who have helped make Boston the special city it is.
Photographs of the event can be found on our website, www.charitableirishsociety.org. Those who were unable to
join us will get a good flavor for the evening. All of the speeches were transcribed thanks to Deb Curran and out
friends at O’Brien & Levine Court Reporting.
St. Patrick’s Day for The Society began early with the
Annual Meeting of the Membership at the Athenaeum,
followed by a wreath-laying ceremony at the Hunger
Memorial. From there, some members attended Mass at the
Cathedral of the Holy Cross and heard Monsignor Liam
Bergin deliver a thoughtful Homily. Msgr. Bergin hails from
the Diocese of Ossory, and is a native of County Laois. If
you have not heard Msgr. Bergin speak, I encourage you to
do so. His addresses inevitably are a masterful blend of
Irish wit, practical wisdom and insight.
Many thanks to the Dinner Committee that included Past Presidents Catherine Shannon, John Rattigan and Paula
Carroll. We are grateful, too, to member Peggy Dray and the staff at The Fairmont Copley Plaza for doing so much
to help us make the evening a tremendous success.
Continued on Page 2
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Finally, a big thank you to all of our sponsors whose
generosity supported not only our dinner but also
our work for those in the immigrant community
who are in most immediate need. "
The sponsors included:

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Bank of Canton
Bill Brett
Cathal O’Donaghue of Speciality Golf
Clonmel, Tipperary
Connell Gallagher, of The Irish Emigrant
Ed Forry
Kerry Gold
Paul McNamara
The Boston Irish Reporter

Upcoming Events
May 22, 2015
Annual Memorial Day Remembrance
We will meet at 12 noon at the Old Granary Burial
Ground for the traditional wreath laying ceremony,
at the grave of William Hall, our first known
president. Lunch at the Union Club in Boston
follows. Please RSVP to Hilda Landry at
617-228-4444 or hilda.landry@smithduggan.com if
you plan to attend the luncheon and mail your
check for $35 payable to The Charitable Irish
Society, c/o Smith Duggan Buell & Rufo LLP, 55 Old
Bedford Road, Lincoln, MA 01773.

May 28, 2015
Irish Night at Pops
On Thursday evening, May 28, 2015 the Boston
Pops will celebrate Boston’s vibrant Celtic cultural
heritage with a concert entitled “A Celtic Sojourn at
Pops” hosted and curated by Brian O’Donovan. We
invite you to join in this rousing recognition of the
role which music has
played in our cultural
heritage. Brian O’Donovan,
host of WGBH’s “A Celtic
Sojourn” will explore in his
inimitable style the
remarkable ways in which Celtic traditional and
contemporary music has influenced American
music. Brian O’Donovan’s personal contribution to
Irish culture in Boston and service to the City’s Irish
community have been recognized by both Societies
in awarding him the 2014 Gold Medal of The Eire
Society and in 2007 a Silver Key from The Charitable
Irish Society.
The May 28th concert marks a renewal of a long
relationship which both Societies have had with the
Pops. In the 1960's there was an annual "Irish Night
at Pops" with Arthur Fiedler as conductor and The
Eire Society as sponsor. A featured event at those
Pops concerts was Leroy Anderson's "The Irish
Suite” whose orchestral scoring was sponsored by
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The Eire Society. In the 1980's Harry Ellis Dickson
and John Williams conducted several “Evening at
Pops” concerts co-sponsored by The Eire Society
and The Charitable Irish Society. In 1998, members
of both Societies attended “A Celtic Night at Pops”
with Keith Lockhart at the baton.
Boston Pops group sales coordinator Helen Brady
has offered us an excellent selection of a block of 75
table seats on the floor of historic Symphony Hall.
Tickets are in two price categories: 25 @ $65 and 50
@ $85. The concert will begin at 8:00 p.m. The Pops
Kitchen offers a varied menu of appetizers,
sandwiches, desserts, and beverages served at our
table seats during the concert by Gourmet Caterers
of Boston. Symphony Hall is located 301
Massachusetts Avenue, Boston MA 02115. For
further information and to reserve with payment to
follow please contact Margaret Flagg at 617 327-4876
or via e-mail at flaggm@bc.edu. For your
convenience, the registration form is also included
with this newsletter. We hope to see you at Pops!

June 2, 2015
A Conversation with the Consuls
General
On June 2nd, we will hold a reception at the Union
Club in Boston from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. featuring
Consul General of Ireland Breandán Ó Caollaí,
Consul General of the United Kingdom, Susie
Kitchens, and Andrew O’Brien, Special
Representative for Global Partnerships (U.S.) in a
discussion moderated by Thomas P. O’Neill, III.
Tickets are only $25. More on this event will follow.
Anyone interested in the current peace process and
the efforts to build trust and understanding are
encouraged to attend.

Future Events
We are working with our friends at The Charitable
Scots and The British Society on a harbor or river
cruise sometime in August. We hope to strengthen
our connections with these ancient societies who
share with us the goals of fellowship and helping
immigrants most in need when the need is most
urgent.
That is not all. We hope to revive our practice of
holding an occasional speaker series, and we have
extended several invitations to interesting and
accomplished women and men to join us. There
will be more on these efforts soon. We are working
on creating an endowment to fund college
scholarships to help children of immigrants and
members achieve the dream of higher education
that is so critical in becoming a full and productive
member of our society. We have almost finalized
our plans for The Silver Key Reception, which will
be held on October 14 at the Fairmont Copley
Plaza Hotel. The recipients will be announced
next month.
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Finally, and most importantly, we continue our
work aiding immigrants who urgently need
assistance and have nowhere else to turn. Under
the watchful eye and kind hand of the Keeper of
the Key, Sandi Moody, we have made several
grants over the past month including one to the
family of Sean Corrigan, who was killed in a
accident over the winter leaving three young
children. Other grants helped with housing needs,
and also provided assistance for funeral, burial
and other costs to immigrants who are bereaved
with the sudden loss of a loved one.
These programs all require money, of course, and
we appreciate the assistance and contributions of
our members. If you have already paid your 2015
dues, we thank you. I assure you every penny is
going towards the work of The Society. If you can
afford an additional contribution, we would
welcome that. You will be hearing from me in the
future about our campaign for the scholarship
fund. If you have not yet renewed, please do so as
soon as you can. This can be done on line,
www.charitableirishsociety.org, or by simply
sending The Society a check for the annual dues
(see attached order form for cost of individual or
family membership). We are a 501(c)(3) charitable
organization, so your contributions to The Society
may help you come next April. More importantly,
they will help others immediately – people who
are following the footsteps of our ancestors, most
of whom came to this country with little resources
but big dreams, and who benefitted from a helping
hand along the way.

March 17, 2016
The Charitable Irish Society’s 279th
Annual Dinner
Please mark this important date on your calendars
now. We will hold the 279th Annual St. Patrick
Day’s Dinner at the Omni Parker House Hotel in
Boston. We will provide more information as the
time draws near, but wanted to make sure you
reserve the date now for this important evening.

Become a Member
Please help us grow our philanthropic organization
by becoming a member and helping us in
continuing to assist immigrants in urgent need. For
your convenience, an application form is attached to
this newsletter. Please do not hesitate to call me
(617-228-4444) if you have questions about The
Society.

Christopher A. Duggan
President
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Charitable Irish Society
Founded in 1737
The Oldest Irish Society in the Americas

Membership Application Form
Membership Type:

¨ Individual - $75/year

¨ Family - $125/year

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Spouse: ________________________________________________________________________
Residence:
Street: ______________________________________________________________________________
City or Town: ______________________________________________________Zip Code_________
Phone:

Home

(

)

____________________________________

Mobile

(

)

____________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________
Business Address:
Street: ______________________________________________________________________________
City or Town: _______________________________________________________Zip Code_________
Phone

Work

(

)

____________________________________

Fax

(

)

____________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________
Preferred Mailing Address:

¨ Residence

¨ Business

Occupation: ____________________________________________________________________________
Applicant’s Signature __________________________________________

Date _________________

Sponsored By ___________________________________________________________________________
Please forward this application with your check payable to The Charitable Irish Society to:
The Charitable Irish Society
c/o Christopher A. Duggan
Smith Duggan Buell & Rufo LLP
55 Old Bedford Road, Suite 300
Lincoln, MA 01773
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CELTIC SOJOURN AT POPS
HOSTED BY BRIAN O’DONOVAN
MAY 28, 2015

Order Form:
To order tickets for the Thursday, May 28, 2015 Boston Pops concert “A Celtic Sojourn at
Pops Hosted by Brian O’Donovan” please compete the following information. Your
tickets will be mailed to you at the address below prior to the concert if your order is
received by May 23. If later, they will be held at the Box Office in Boston Symphony Hall,
301 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston MA 02115.
Number of tickets @ $65 ______ Number of tickets @ $85 ________ Amount enclosed:
_____________________
Name (s): _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Address: Street: ____________________________________________Unit No._____________
City or Town: _________________________ State __________ Zip Code _______________

Preferred phone:_______________________________________________________________
E-mail address ________________________________________________________________
Please send this order form with your enclosed payment by check made payable to the
Eire Society to:
Margaret Flagg
66 Robin St.
West Roxbury, MA. 02132
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